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SUPPLEMENT 


TO THE 


BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL 


DECEMBER 28 1946 


THE ACT AND COUNSEL’S OPINION 


Counsel's opinion has been taken by the British Medical 
Association on two problems arising from the passing of the 
National Health Service Act. It is as follows: 


Service Under the Act 


The National Health Service Act, 1946, does not impose any 
obligation upon a medical practitioner to provide general 
medical services or any other services thereunder. On the 
contrary, Section 34 confers the right upon any medical prac- 
titioner engaged in medical practice (otherwise than as a paid 
assistant), if he wishes to provide general medical services under 
the Act, to apply before the appointed day to be included in 
the list. Any such medical practitioner is perfectly free to 
decide for himself whether he will apply to be included in 
the list or not. It is clear, therefore, in my opinion, that there 
is no possible justification for the statement that any such 
medical practitioner who elects not to apply is breaking the 
law. 

The position is precisely the same, in my view, if the majority 
or indeed all of such medical practitioners elect not to apply 
to be included in the list. Moreover, I cannot see any ground 
for the assertion that any such medical practitioners who elect 
not to apply to be included in the list or (if it be the case that 
the majority of such medical practitioners have so elected) that 
the profession is challenging the authority of the law as 
promulgated by Parliament. Any individual or individuals 
who exercise an option which Parliament has enacted that he 
or they may exercise do not in my view thereby challenge the 
authority of the law as promulgated by Parliament. 

It seems to me that this assertion is really founded upon the 
fact that, if a large number of such medical practitioners decide 
not to apply to enter their names upon the list, it may not be 
possible to operate the scheme of a comprehensive health 
service effectively or at all. The argument appears to be that 
Parliament has by this Act established a comprehensive Health 
Service and, as this Service can only be operated provided the 
majority of the medical practitioners co-operate by electing to 
join the Service, their failure to co-operate is a challenge to 
the authority of Parliament. This argument is in my view 
untenable and completely ignores the express provisions of the 
Act which give to the medical practitioner the right to elect 
whether he will or will not join the Service. 

It must have been obvious to the Minister and to Parliament 
that in order to carry out the scheme it was necessary either 
(1) to compel medical practitioners under the Bill to join the 
Service, or (2) to make such satisfactory arrangements with 
the profession as would ensure the voluntary co-operation of 
the profession or the bulk of its members. Parliament did 
not think fit to make service under the Act compulsory. If, 
therefore, through the failure of the Government to secure 
the voluntary co-operation of the profession, a number of 
medical practitioners sufficient to work the scheme does not 
elect to join the Service, there is no justification in my view 
for saying that the profession is challenging the law as promul- 
gated by Parliament. This opinion does not apply to such 
medical practitioners (e.g.. employed by a local authority) as 
are liable to transfer under Section 68. Parliament has estab- 
lished a regular Army, Navy, and Air Force for which men 
can volunteer to join if they please. Men who do not volunteer 
lo join do not thereby break the law or challenge the authority 
of Parliament. 

A further question (which is wholly separate and distinct 
from the preceding question)-.arises as to the position of the 


the Act. 


B.M.A. having regard to its Memorandum of Association. 
One of the objects of the Association is to maintdin the 
interests of the medical profession. It is, however, provided that 
the Association shall not support with its funds any object o1 
endeavour to impose on or procure to be observed by its mem- 
bers or others any regulation, restriction, or condition which. 
if an object of the Association, would make it a trade union. 
The B.M.A. has invited every member of the profession (in- 
cluding its own members) to decide by plebiscite whether he 
or she desires the Negotiating Committee to enter into dis- 
cussions with the Minister on the regulations authorized by 
The form issued for this purpose states (inter alia) 
that a negative vote by general practitioners and members .of 
visiting hospital staffs implies an undertaking by them, if so 
advised by the Association, not to enter the new Service. 

One of the statutory objects of a trade union is “ the imposing 
of restrictive conditions on the conduct of any~trade or busi- 
ness,” and, if the B.M.A. acted in such a way as to make this 
object its principal object, such acts would be ultra vires its 
Memorandum of Association. However, in my opinion the 
action taken by the B.M.A. in connexion with the plebiscite 
does not contravene the provision to Clause 3 of the Memor- 
andum of Association. The undertaking is given only by those 
who vote in the negative and will be implemented only if 
the B.M.A. so advises. Those who gave the affirmative answer 
are not asked to give any undertaking and are at liberty to 
decide whether they will enter the Service. A question of 
difficulty might, however, arise if the B.M.A. at some future 
date made or sought to make a regulation that none of its 
members should enter the Service. I gather, however, that 
such a step is not and never has been contemplated by the 
B.M.A. 

Hospital Treatment of Private Patients 


The medical practitioners who may be allowed by the 
Minister to treat their private patients at a hospital providing 
hospital and specialist services are medical practitioners serving 
on the staff of such a hospital. Section 5 (2), however. clearly 
contemplates that medical practitioners serving on the staff of 
such a hospital may fall into two categories—-namely, (1) those 
serving in an honorary capacity, and (2) those serving in a 
paid capacity. If, therefore, a consultant in private practice 
(whether he now holds the appointment of honorary consult- 
ant to a hospital or not) is hereafter appointed under Section 
12 of the Act to the staff of a hospital providing hospital and 
specialist services in an honorary capacity, he would in my 
view be eligible to treat his private patients at that hospital 
or any other such hospital. It is not necessary for him to 
enter the Service in any way other than by such appointment. 

It remains to be seen whether consultants in private practice, 
who desire to serve upon such hospitals in an honorary 
capacity, wll ever be given the opportunity of doing so, or, 
if they are appointed, whether they will be permitted to treat 
their private patients in such hospitals. Appointments to the 
staff of such hospitals are made from persons selected by the 
appropriate advisory appointments committee by the Regional 
Hospital Board in the case of hospitals other than teaching 
hospitals, and by the Board of Governors in the case of teach- 
ing hospitals. Such appointments are, however, subject to 
regulations and directions given by the Minister (Section 12). 
The remuneration and conditions of service of all such officers 
are, subject to regulations, to be determined by the Regional 
Hospital Board or the Board of Governors as the case may 
be (Section 14). 

Moreover, Section 66 empowers the Minister to make regula- 
tions with respect to the qualifications, remuneration, and 
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conditions of service of such officers and provides that no 
officer to whom the regulations apply shall be employed other- 
wise than in accordance with regulations. Therefore the extent 
to which consultants who desire to serve on the staff of such 
hospitals in an honorary capacity will in fact be appointed will 
depend upon the policy of the Minister and the regulations 
made by him and/or upon the policy of the Regional Hospital 
Boards or Board of Governors as the case may be and/or upon 
the Advisory Appointment Committees. The Minister could, in 
my view, if he so desired, block the appointment of consultants 
who desired to serve on the staff of such hospitals in an 
honorary capacity. 

Moreover, even if a consultant secures appointment to the 
staff of such a hospital in an honorary capacity, he is not 
entitled as of right to treat his private patients at that hospital 
or any other such hospital. Permission has to be obtained from 
the Minister, who has a complete discretion to grant or refuse 
it. Further, the provision of special accommodation for private 
patients in such hospitals depends upon the discretion of the 
Minister and can only be made by him if, having regard to his 
duty to provide hospital and specialist services, he is satisfied 
that it is reasonable so to do. Therefore, though in theory 
consultants in private practice are eligible for appointment to 
the staff of such hospitals in an honorary capacity and to 
treat their private patients at one or other of such hospitals, 
it may be found in practice that few, if any, are given the 
opportunity to do so. 


MEMBERSHIP OF TRADE UNIONS 


The following letter has been sent to all local authorities from 
the British Medical Association : 
December 16, 1946. 
Dear Sir, 
Trade Union Membership 
The Association has considered, with particular reference to 
medical officers in the local government service, the position 
arising from the repeal by the Trade Disputes and Trade Unions 
Act, 1946, of the Trade Disputes and Trade Unions Act, 1927. 
Section 6 of which made it illegal for any local or other public 
body to require as a condition of the employment of any person 
that he shouid or should not be a member of a trade union. 
Some local authorities have passed resolutions imposing 
on their employees a requirement of membership of a trade 
union or other organization. In this connexion I am instructed 
to inform you that the British Medical Association, which 
represents the great majority of doctors and enjoys a member- 
ship of over 54,000 and is the negotiating body for the medical 
profession, recognized as such by the Ministry of Health and 
the associations of local authorities, is opposed on principle to 
a practitioner being required to join any body, British Medical 
Association or other—this does not of course apply to member- 
ship of medical defence societies. The Association prefers that 
its membership should be voluntary, the strength of the Asso- 
ciation remaining an expression of the profession’s confidence 
in its representative body. 
I should be glad to hear from you on this matter with regard 
to appointments under your Authority. 
Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) CHARLES HILL, 
Secretary. 
To the Clerk of the Council or the Town Clerk. 


HOSPITAL DOMESTICS IN SCOTLAND 


A clearer differentiation of the domestic from the nursing staff 
is implied in recent recommendations issued by the Secretary 
of State for Scotland. Hospitals should institute training schemes 
for domestic workers and provide better opportunities for pro- 
motion to supervisory positions. The properly trained domestic 
worker would have a higher standing and responsibility than 
at present, and for the supervisory posts might take a course at 
one of the Scottish colleges of domestic science. Large hospitals 
would have a whole-time domestic supervisor. Hospital authori- 
ties are asked to re-examine their arrangements for domestic 
work in the light of these suggestions. 


TRADE UNIONS SUPPLEMENT 10 we 


British MEDICAL 


HEARD AT HEADQUARTERS 


Parliamentary Elections 


The Public Relations Committee of the Association devoted 
the greater part of its last meeting to the whole question of 
parliamentary representation. This has been a difficult problem 
for the Association for many years past, though there has beep 
a Parliamentary Representation Committee in existence and 
some sort of fund. A General Election in the ordinary cours: 
is little more than three years ahead and may be precipitated 
earlier. Difficulties arise out of the nature of the case, fo; 
Members of the House of Commons are representatives of cop- 
stituencies and not of professional or other interests. More. 
over, nearly all of them have party affiliations. University 
representation seems the most likely field to cultivate, but even 
here the way is not easy. Of all the leaders of the Association 
the late Sir Henry Brackenbury was one of the most suitable 
for the parliamentary arena, but his attack on the English Com- 
bined Universitjes in 1937, in spite of the support of the doctors’ 
vote, left him at the bottom of the poll. The whole question js 
now receiving very careful attention, and the Public Relations 
Committee includes some able men of affairs. 

Another matter of importance under consideration is muni- 
cipal candidatures. Municipal bodies will have an enhanced 
importance from the point of view of health services. Mr. Bevan 
himself said in the Committee stage of the Health Bill that 
“these professional people,” by which he meant in this case 
doctors, should normally find their way on to local councils 
by the ordinary course of popular election, and for that reason 
he stood out against compelling elected bodies to appoint per- 
sons who had not taken the trouble to stand. He was impatient 
with the argument that the busy general practitioner had no 
time for municipal elections ;: if he had no time to stand, said 
Mr. Bevan, he obviously had no time to serve. It is reassuring 
that the Public Relations Committee is including municipal as 
well as parliamentary matters in its consideration. 


The Chronic Sick 


The special committee recently set up by the Council to con- 
sider the care and treatment of the elderly and infirm had its 
first meeting recently. It is a strong committee, including among 
its members the chairmen of three of the principal standing 
committees of the Association as well as other persons both 
inside and outside the Council who have had special experience 
in this field. One representative of the Institute of Almoners is 
a member, and one member of the Association of Non-teaching 
Voluntary Hospitals ; and the committee has power to co-opt 
three other members if necessary to secure representation of 
particular experience. The committee came to its task well docu- 
mented, The extracts from the Hospital Surveys, which have 
done a great deal to direct public attention to the problem of 
the chronic sick, were laid before it, together with Sir Ernest 
Rock Carling’s recent letter in the Times. Another memoran- 
dum was by Dr. A. G. Anderson, himself a member of the com- 
mittee, who is chairman of the Medical Committee of the 
Scottish Advisory Committee of the Nuffield Provincial Hos- 
pitals Trust, and yet another was a succinct statement of the 
problem by three other members of the committee—Dr. Mar- 
jory Warren, Dr. E. B. Brooke, and Mr. L. Z. Cosin. 


The “ Doctors’ Dilemma ” 


Shaw's play, the title of which has come in handy for news 
paper headlines, is now out of date, and indeed it was never 
anything but a caricature of the medical profession, for doctors 
never have talked to one another as they talk there. But in 
one respect Shaw, writing forty years ago, showed remark- 
able prevision. This advice, in the preface to his Doctor’ 
Dilemma, was written at a time when the present Minister 
of Health was only a boy of nine: “ Make up your mind how 
many doctors the community needs to keep it well. Do not 
register more or less than this number, and let registration con- 
stitute the doctor a Civil Servant with a dignified living wage 
paid out of public funds.” Shaw was insistent on the dignity 
of the wage : “ Nothing is more dangerous than a poor doctor; 
not even a poor employer or a poor landlord.” 
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Correspondence H.M. Forces Appointments 


The “Closed Shop” 


Sir. The specious arguments of the advocates of the * closed 
shop ” have all the marks of the totalitarian mind. Dr. P. W. 
Roe (Dec. 14, p. 159) speaks of the “ recalcitrant minority,” as 
Nero doubtless spoke of the Christians, and Hitler of the anti- 
Nazis. The pellucid honesty of those who want to force doctors 
into trade unions is, of course, demonstrated by their remark- 
able belief that those who agree with them are so right that, 
despite their small numbers, they do, in fact, form the majority. 
The “freedom” that Dr. Roe alleges must follow the joining 
of a trade union must, I imagine, resemble the liberty of the 
caged tiger, who may no longer hunt for his food but is, of 
course, free from the danger of being attacked by other wild 
beasts. 

| presume that Dr. Roe has heard of the political levy (tact- 
ful though it is not to mention it when freedom through 
coercion is the theme). Does he suggest that this also is a 
method of “ensuring the liberty and true freedom of the 
ordinary trade unionist * ? What, may I ask, is an extraordinary 
trade unionist? Is he one who, having muscled in on the racket 
good and early, hopes to become one of those T.U.C. bosses 


who forcefully ensure “freedom” of the ordinary trade 
unionist? —I am, etc., 
London. W.i . A. PINEY. 


The Willesden Affair 


Sir,-I have sent the following letter to the chairman of the 
Willesden Urban District Council: 

Thank you for having made up my mind for me. A few weeks 
ago | was prepared to extend a guarded welcome to the National 
Health Service. Now I am 100% opposed to it, your Council's 
action having brought vividly to my mind the wartime slogan, 
“Your freedom is in danger. Defend it with all your might.” 

Other members of the profession may feel as I do, and 
possibly it would be a good idea if all of them would send 
a letter similar to the above, notifying the Secretary of the 
B.M.A. that they had taken this action.—I am, etc., 


Donatp M. O'CONNOR. 


Launceston. 


Medical Unemployment and Public Appointments 


Sir,—* F. B. P.” (Dec. 7, p. 152) ignores the grave disadvan- 
tages from which ex-Service holders of the D.P.H. suffer as 
the result of the loss of many years’ experience in the public 
health service when seeking public appointments. This loss is 
particularly serious as the majority have not had the oppor- 
tunity of gaining a great deal of experience before enlistment. 

When applying for a public health appointment the candidate 
has first to fill in an application form which, under a large 
number of different headings, invites him to describe his previ- 
ous civilian public health experience. Little if any space is 
devoted to the question of experience in the Forces. Later, if 
he is lucky enough to be called for an interview, he finds him- 
self asked many searching questions regarding his work under 
different Acts of Parliament and in the various activities of 
public health authorities. No inquiry is made as to what he did 
while in the Forces, and he is given the unmistakable impres- 
sion that such experience is considered irrelevant—an impres- 
sion confirmed by results. 

It will thus be seen that unless allowance is made to the 
ex-Service candidate for a deficiency in experience of public 


health work arising from his prolonged absence from civilian , 


life, he does not compete on anything like even terms with the 
man who has remained in the public health service throughout 
the war.—I am, ete.. 

Ex-Service D.P.H. 


Dangerous Drugs Act: Withdrawal of Authority 


The Home Office announces that Dr. John Stuart Prentice 
(Shap, Westmorland) is no longer authorized to be in possession 
of or to prescribe those drugs to which the Dangerous Drugs 
Regulations apply. 


ROYAL NAVY 


Temp. Surg. Lieut.-Cmdr. (R.N.V.R.) the Hon. A. G. Gathorne- 
Hardy has been transferred to the R.N. in the rank of Surg. 
Lieut.-Cmdr. 

Acting Surg. Lieut.-Cmdr. G. A. S. Anthony to be Surg. Lieut.- 
Cmdr. 

Temp. Surg. Lieuts. (R.N.V.R.) W. H. B. Ellis, B. Geoghegan, 
and F. A. Lennan have been transferred to the R.N. in the rank 
of Surg. Lieut. 


Royat NavaAL VOLUNTEER RESERVI 


Prob. Temp. Surg. Lieuts. H. J. Shaw and D. C. G. Bett to be 
Temp. Surg. Lieuts. 


ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS 


Lieut.-Col. G. B. Hadden has retired on retired pay and has been 
granted the honorary rank of Col. 

Lieut.-Col. C. Wilson, having attained the age for retirement, is 
retained on the active list supernumerary. 

Major (War Subs. Lieut.-Col.) J. T. Robinson, O.B.E., to be 
Lieut.-Col. 

Major M. A. Rea, O.B.E., to be Lieut.-Col. 

Major J. S. Ruddell has retired receiving a gratuity and has been 
granted the honorary rank of Lieut.-Col. 

Major W. R. M. Drew, O.B.E., has been seconded under the 
Foreign Office. 

Major W. M. E. Anderson, D.S.O., has resigned his commission 

War Subs. Major N. Bickford to be Major. 

War Subs. Major C. H. George, M.C., has retired and has been 
granted the honorary rank of Major. 

Capt. A. Bennett to be Major. 

Short Service Commission.—Capt. P. E. R. B. Unwin has retired, 
having received a gratuity, and has been granted the honorary rank 
of Major. 

Short Service Commission.—War Subs. Major D. G. C. Whyte, 
D.S.O., from R.A.M.C., Emergency Commission, to be Lieut., and 
to be Capt. 

Short Service Commission.—War Subs. Majors N. Bickford and 
D. G. C. Whyte, D.S.O., and Capts. H. J. McCann, A. R. T 
Lundie, R. G. Macfarlane, and H. M. Macfie, M.C., have been 
appointed to permanent commissions. 

Short Service Commission—War Subs. Capts. J. B. Headley- 
Blythe and S. A. H. Lesser from R.A.M.C., Emergency Commissions, 
to be Capts. 

Short Service Commission.—War Subs. Capts. A. S. Beare, from 


R.A.M.C., Emergency Commission, and A. W. Merrick, from 
R.A.M.C., T.A., to be Lieuts. and to be Capts. 
Specialist Short Service Commission—-War Subs. Capt. J. K 


Sugden, from R.A.MC., T.A., to be Capt. 
Snecialist Short Service Commission.—Licut. L. 
R.A.M.C., Emergency Commission, to be Licut. 


Mackie, from 
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Corps 
War Subs. Capt. C. S. Pitt has relinquished his commission on 
account of disability, and has been granted the honorary rank of 
Capt 


SUPPLEMENTARY RESERV! 


ARMY 
Corps 


TERRITORIAI 
Royat Army MEepIcat 


Senior Training Corps ——War Subs. Maior R. P. Smyth, O B.E.. 
supernumerary for service with Queen’s University, Belfast, Senior 
Training Corps (Medical Unit) in the rank of Lieut. 


LAND FORCES: EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS 
Royat Army Mepicat Corps 


War Subs. Majors H. L. W. Sixsmith, O.B.E., R. C. Cunningham. 
and J. C. Shee have relinquished their commissions on account of 
disability, and have been granted the honorary rank of Lieut.-Col 

War Subs. Majors N. U. Khan and D. B. Wilson have relinquished 
their commissions and have been granted the honorary rank of 
Lieut.-Col. 

War Subs. Capts. W. C. Muir, L. Werbeloff, and D. J. A. MacLean 
have relinquished their commissions and have been granted the 
honorary rank of Major. 

War Subs. Capts. J. C. A. Davies and D. H. Lewis have relin 
quished their commissions, and have been granted the honorary rank 
of Capt. 

War Subs. Capt. G. H. T. Lloyd has relinquished his commission 
on account of disability, and has been granted the honorary rank 
of Capt. 

War Subs. Capt. L. Banski has relinquished his commission 
WOMEN’S FORCES 
EMPLOYED WITH THE R.A.M.C. 


War Subs. Capt. (Miss) L. D. Barnhouse has relinquished he 
commission and has been granted the honorary rank of Major. 

War Subs. Capt. (Miss) D. Mook Sang has relinquished her com- 
mission and has been granted the honorary rank of Capt. 

Lieut. (Miss) E. Nankivell has relinquished her commission and 
has been granted the honorary rank of Capt. 
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ROYAL AIR FORCE 


Wing Cmdr. L. I. Hyder has retired. 

Fl.-Lieut. P. J. O’Connor, O.B.E., to be War Subs. Squad.-Ldr. 

Fl.-Lieut. (Temp. Squad.-Ldr.) C. G. G. MacKay has been trans- 
ferred to the Reserve of Air Force Officers and called up for Air 
Force service. 

J. B. Ross to be Squad.-Ldr. (Permanent). 

H. O’B. Howat to be Squad.-Ldr. 

To be Fl.-Lieuts. (Permanent): W. O. Davies and R. Maycock. 


Royat Arr Force VOLUNTEER RESERVE 


D. A. Sanford to be Squad.-Ldr. (Emergency). 

Fl.-Lieut. (Temp. Squad.-Ldr.) L. O’N. Knox has resigned his 
commission retaining the rank of Squad.-Ldr. 

Fl.-Lieut. J. R. Fountain has relinquished his commission on 
account of medical unfitness for Air Force service, retaining his rank. 

To be Flying Officers (Emergency): M. A. Coleman, L. V. 
Martin, J. D. Nelson, J. P. Nowlan, K. I. Roberts, L. Silverstone, 
G. I. Tewfik, T. A. Wylie, P. O. Yates, and E. V. de C. Medill. 


INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE 


Major-Gen. Sir J. B. Hance, K.C.I.E., O.B.E., K.H.P., has retired. 
Lieut.-Col. J. M. Mitchell, O.B.E., has retired, and has been 
granted the honorary rank of Col. 


COLONIAL MEDICAL SERVICE 


The following appointments have been announced: S. Caruana, 
M.B., G. M. Glass, M.B., Ch.B., Medical Officers, Sierra Leone; 
D. W. F. Charlton, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., R. G. Davies, M.B., B.S., 
Medical Officers, Kenya; A. R. Duff, M.B., Ch.B., I. W. J. McAdam, 
F.R.C.S., A. B. Raper, M.D., M.R.C.P., Medical Officers, Uganda: 
J. E. Furness, M.B., B.S., R. H. Strudwick, M.B., Ch.B., Medical 
Officers, Nigeria; E. Scott, M.B., Ch.B., Lady Medical Officer, 
Nigeria; J. P. Lane. F.R.C.S., C. G. F. Smartt, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., 
Medical Officers, Tanganyika; D. Scott, M.B., B.Ch., Medical 
Officer, Gold Coast; R. H. Isaac, L.R.C.P.&S., Medical Officer, 
Malaya: S. H. Moore, M.B., B.Ch., D.T.M.&H., Medical Officer, 
Hong Kong; C. M. Joyner, M.B., Ch.B., District Medical Officer, 
Bahamas: E. Morrison, M.B., Ch.B., Specialist in Anaesthetics, 
Health Department, Trinidad; S. Stecher, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., 
Medical Officer, Grade C., Trinidad; L. G. Eddey, M.B., Ch.B., 
Deputy Director of Medical Services, British Guiana. 


Association Notices 


CONSULTANTS AND SPECIALISTS COMMITTEE 


As a result of the recently held elections, the following have 
been appointed representatives of Regions 8 and 17 of the 
Consultants Roll upon the Consultants and Specialists Com- 
mittee for the remainder of the session 1946-7: 


Region 8: Mr. D. A. Abernethy, Oxford. 
Region 17: Dr. F. M. B. Allen, Belfast. 


Diary of Central Meetings 
JANUARY 


9 Thurs. Publishing Subcommittee, 11 a.m. 
Journal Committee, 2 p.m. 


Branch and Division Meetings to be Held 


Mip-Essex Division.—At Chelmsford and Essex Hospiial, 
Sunday, Jan. 5, 1947, 10 am. Dr. Bathurst Norman: Coronary 
Artery Disease. 


Meetings of Branches and Divisions 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS DIVISION 


Speaking on Nov. 27 Dr. John Thwaites said that a grave respon- 
sibility rested upon every member of the medical profession at the 
present time. The National Health Service Bill was now an Act 
of Parliament. The most important part of any health service 
was the doctors who worked in it. A health service was first ande 
last a human service dealing with human relationships. It would 
have been common sense if the Minister had sought the co-operation 
of the representatives of the medical profession in framing his 
heaith Bill. 

The declared policy of the Socialist Party was that sooner or 
later there should be a whole-time salaried State medical service, 
and the fact that this was still its policy had been confirmed in 
public speeches by leading members of ithe Government. The only 
reason that it was to be in the future was that the present time was 
not ripe for it. The opposition of the profession to such a type of 
service had always been adamant. The Act did infringe against 
some of the strongest of our principles. No specialist could work 
without beds arid special apparatus for diagnosis and treatment. 


As the Minister was to own and control hospitals of all kinds j 
seemed certain that in a very short time there could be no inde. 
pendent specialists. It was clear, too, that if the basic salary 
increased the Treasury would have a very real say in the distriby. 
tion of doctors and would have a marked influence on the wor 
of the central medical practices committee whose job it wouyjg 
be to decide the number of doctors to be allowed to practise jp 
any area. Why should the Treasury pay out more salaries thay 
they thought necessary? The doctor with the small practice woyjg 
either be redundant or be allocated a greater number of patienjs 

The Minister was convinced that it was immoral for doctors tg 
sell the goodwill of their practices, and on these grounds alone he 
wished to abolish our right to do this. But once they had lost the 
right to their own practices they had lost the last shred of their 
independence. 

Those who were opposed to them (doctors) on political grounds 
were not slow to try to influence public opinion against them 
by saying that they were defying the will of the people as expressed 
by an Act of Parliament. But the Act did not say that all doctors 
must join the Service. It was left perfectly free for doctors to 
decide for themselves whether or not they would choose to work 
in the new Service. 

It must be clearly understood that they would not and could not 
under any circumstances go “on strike.” The doctors would be 
there to attend the sick and would do so; the hospitals would not 
close their doors and the public health services would €ontinue to 
function. 

Medicine and health should be outside the political field. It was 
the Government, by introducing into the non-political field their 
own particular political ideology of nationalization, who had made 
this conflict appear political. Nationalization of the health services 
would be contrary to all that was best in medicine and the develop. 
ment of medical science, and it must be fought to the bitter end. 
The profession had given ample evidence of its wish to take its 
share in the planning of a comprehensive health service for the 
country, and of its desire to see such a service come into being. It 
had also made it clear that thefe were certain fundamental principles 
which it considered essential to the structure of any health service, 
and that any Act which did not respect these principles would be 
unacceptable to the profession. They wished to see the freedom of 
their patients and themselves remain intact; they wished to be 
employed by their patients and be responsible to them and not to a 
third employing party. the State. 


- 


DIARY OF SOCIETIES AND LECTURES 


Society OF MEDICINE 


Sections of Surgery and Radiology.—Wed.. 8 p.m. Discussion: 
The treatment of carcinoma of the tongue. Openers: Sir Stanford 
Cade, Dr. J. Ralston Paterson, and Mr. W. R. Douglas. 

Section of Neurology.—Thurs., 8 p.m. Hughlings Jackson 
Memorial Lecture by Prof. E. D. Adrian: General principles 
governing nervous activity. 

Section of Anaesthetics —Fri., §30 p.m. Discussion: Anaesthesia 
for abdomino-perineal operations. Openers: Drs. Ronald Jarman 
and Frankis Evans. 


POSTGRADUATE NEWS 


The Edinburgh Postgraduate Board for Medicine (University New 
Buildings. Edinburgh, 8) announces a series of open lectures on sub- 
jects of wide biological interest to be given on alternate Tuesdays 
at 5 p.m.. from Jan. 14 to March 11, 1947, in the West Medical 
Lecture Theatre of Edinburgh Roval Infirmary. All eraduates and 
students are invited to attend the lectures. Details will be published 
in the diary column of the Supplement for the appropriate weeks 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS 


The charge for an insertion under this head is 10s. 6d. for 18 words or less 
Extra words 3s. 6d. for each six or less. Payment should be forwarded with 
the notice. authenticated by the name and permanent address of the sender. 
and should reach the Advertisement Manager not later than first post Monday 
morning. 


BIRTHS 


Burkitt.—On Dec. 13, 1946, to Violct, wife of Dr. Robin Burkitt, MD 
F.R.C.S.1., a son. 


CrarKe.—On Dec. 1, 1946. at London Hospital, to Katherine, wife of Dr 
Owen Clarke, a son—John Owen. 


Cooper.—On Nov. 18. 1946, at Newcastle. to Frieda. wife of Capt. J. R 


Cooper, R.A.M.C., Corbyn, 26, Pierremont Gardens, Darlington, a daughter 
Jennifer Ann. 
GREENHALGH.—On Dec, 7. 1946. to Christine. wife of Dr. Eric Greenhaleh, 


Bramhall, Cheshire, a son. 


Wappincton.—On Dec. §S. 1946, to Ella. wife of J. K. B, Waddingtot 
F.R.C.S.Ed., 253, Nantwich Road, Crewe, a second daughter 


MARRIAGE 


WauGcH—SmitH.—On Dec. 11, 1946, at the Church of St. John the Evangelist 
Princes Street, Edinburgh. by the Rev. S. Harvie Clark, F.O. Ilan Grant Waueh 
M.A.. B.M., B.Ch., son of Mr. and Mrs. W. Grant Waugh, of Sunderland 
to Catherine Mary Goodsir (Betty), M.B., Ch.B., daughter of Professor até 
Mrs. A. Sydney Smith, of Edinburgh. 
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